A WELCOME RETURN TO THE KITCHEN 


With so much chaos around us now, there's comfort in revisiting old recipes and trying new ones. Taste 
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‘Strike 
team’ 

testers 
coming 


DeSantis says the 
state National Guard 
will focus on staff at 
elder-care centers. 


BY BEN CONARCK 
AND MARY ELLEN KLAS 
Times/Herald Tallahassee Bureau 


TALLAHASSEE — Gov. Ron 
DeSantis acknowledged that 
the scope of the COVID-19 prob- 
lem in the state’s elder-care facil- 
ities is becoming more dire, and 
he said he wants the Florida 
National Guard to fortify “strike 
teams” conducting tests on res- 
idents and staffers at nursing 
homes and assisted-living facili- 
ties. 

DeSantis said teams have 
already been sent into 93 facili- 
ties where residents have tested 
positive. 

But a surge of testing is 
needed, he said Monday, espe- 
cially to target asymptomatic 
carriers of the virus among staff. 
To accomplish that, he is hav- 
ing the National Guard expand 
its mission in the fight against 
the coronavirus, bolstering the 
strike teams in an effort to bring 
testing to hundreds of additional 
facilities. 

“Today we are raising the bar 
even further,’ DeSantis said. 
“I am directing the Florida 
National Guard to create more 
strike teams to significantly 
ramp up testing in long-term 
care facilities.” 

He said four-person medical 
teams will start by visiting every 
elder-care facility in South Flor- 
ida that hasn’t already been cov- 
ered and give COVID-19 tests to 
“all willing individuals in each 
facility, both staff and residents.” 

He said they will start with 
10 Rapid Emergency Support 
Teams, or REST teams, and 
expand the number of facili- 
ties as teams “as long as we have 
enough” test kits and personal 
protective equipment. 

DeSantis said the testing will 
focus on staff, noting that they 
are more likely to be spreading 
the virus than residents since the 
state has curtailed all visitors to 
the facilities. 

See ELDER, 14A 


FOR MANY, TICKET 
STUBS STILL HOLD 
MANY MEMORIES 


Columnist John Romano thought 
he might be the only one to miss 
“real” tickets. Sports, 23A 


Revisit backup plan 
for Hillsborough tax? 


At least one commissioner wants 
to take another look at a transpor- 
tation ballot measure. Local, 4A 
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A curfew and calls to make masks mandatory 
provoke questions. Here are some answers. 


BY CHARLIE FRAGO 
Times Staff Writer 

On Monday, Hillsborough 
County’s Emergency Policy 
Group approved a nightly cur- 
few between 9 p.m. and 5 a.m. 
And the group appears likely 
to formally approve mandatory 
mask-wearing in the county at 
its meeting Thursday. 


The group’s actions, aimed 
at keeping people safer dur- 
ing the coronavirus crisis, also 
prompted a lot of confusion — 
especially with a disagreement 
over whether activities such as 
dog-walking and jogging would 
be allowed after 9 p.m. 

Meanwhile, Tampa Mayor 


Jane Castor said Tuesday that 


she thought there would likely 
be clarifications to the order 
at the policy group’s Thursday 
meeting. So stay tuned. 

For now, here’s what we know 
about what the curfew and 
mask policies mean. 


So can I walk my dog or go 
for awalk orjog between 9 


Hillsborough's new rules 


p.m. and 5a.m.? 

Initially, this was a point of 
contention. The city of Tampa 
said yes. County Commissioner 
Les Miller said no. 

But on Tuesday, city and 
county officials agreed that the 
sentence in the curfew order 
below allows such activities: 

“This Order is intended to be 
and shall be interpreted consis- 
tent with the Governor’s Orders 
and the Emergency Policy 
Group’s Safer at Home Order 
and its amendment.” 


The county’s safer-at-home 
order, in effect since March 27, 
allowed nighttime activities 
such as jogging and dog-walk- 
ing. And the curfew appears to 
allow everything at night that 
the safer-at-home order does. 

We'll likely have to wait until 
Thursday’s meeting (which 
starts at 1:30 p.m.) to get more 
clarity on this question. 


Idon’thave amedical mask. 
Will ahomemade mask, a 
See CURFEW, 13A 
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Shoppers navigate the Walmart Supercenter parking lot Tuesday at 1505 N Dale Mabry Highway. Masks may become mandatory in Hillsborough on Thursday. 


Bob Gualtieri now says Pinellas should not 
open them until the pandemic subsides. 


BY MARK PUENTE 
Times Staff Writer 

The Pinellas County Com- 
mission’s idea to consider 
opening parts of the closed 
beaches and condominium 
pools for exercise might die 
before the discussion is sched- 
uled to start at a public meet- 
ing on Thursday. 


Sheriff Bob Gualtieri, who 
opposed closing the beaches 
last month, said Tuesday he 
does not support opening the 
beaches in a limited capacity 
because the coronavirus pan- 
demic has not yet peaked in 
Pinellas County. He fears that 
opening beaches would fur- 
ther spread the virus, which 


has killed at least 38 people in 
the Tampa Bay area, including 
15 in Pinellas. 

“T’m not going to go back and 
visit the past,” Gualtieri said 
during a Facebook Live dis- 
cussion with County Admin- 
istrator Barry Burton. “That 
ship sailed. There is nothing 
to fix this other than distance 
and keeping people apart. Why 
would we back off something 
we already put in place?” 

See BEACH, 13A 


Sheriff: Keep beaches closed 


Pandemic updates 


Florida, bay area numbers: The 
state said Tuesday it had 21,628 
cases, an increase of more than 
609 from a day prior. Deaths 
stand at 585, which includes 
nine new reported deaths in the 
greater Tampa Bay region. 19A 


$1,200 deposits arriving: About 
80M people are expected to 

get direct deposits today. Paper 
checks will bear Trump's signa- 
ture, per administration order. 6A 


Good news, homeowners: 
Mortgage payments may be 
deferred. 10A 


Emergency relief in Tampa: A 
fund supported by the Lightning, 
Bucs and Rays will help resi- 
dents and small businesses. 3A 


Plan to reopen U.S. revealed: 
The federal government has a 
strategy to reopen parts of the 
country, the Washington Post 
reports. 22A 


Vinik keeps focus 
on needs of others 


he phone conversa- and empa- 
tion is beginning to thizes, with 
wind down. For 20 the world 
minutes, Jeff Vinik around him. 
has talked about Which 
the coronavirus pandemic, the explains the 
economy, the Lightning and $100,000 
philanthropy. Before hanging donation, 
up, he has one concern. announced 
A few minutes earlier, when ROMANO Tuesday 
speaking of economic recovery, Jromano@ by Tampa 
he said something he now wor- “@”pabay.com Mayor 
ries will sound insensitive to Jane Cas- 


those affected by the pandemic. 
In truth, his words were more 
optimistic than insensitive. 

Yet looking back, his angst 
may be the most telling 
moment of the entire conver- 
sation. This is who Vinik is. 
Not the hedge fund guy. Not 
the Lightning owner. Not the 
downtown Tampa developer. 
He is the guy who recognizes, 


2 BREITLING 


tor, to help individuals and 
small businesses hurt by the 
shutdown. Which follows the 
$100,000 donation the week 
before for a fund started by 
St. Petersburg Mayor Rick 
Kriseman to help small-busi- 
ness owners. Which follows the 
$50,000 donation to USF stu- 
dents in an economic bind due 
See ROMANO, 15A 


Here's why some store 
Shelves are still empt 


BY LAURA REILEY 
Washington Post 

Tempers are getting short. 
Supplies of ground beef even 
shorter. People are looking into 
each other’s shopping carts. Is 
that guy really going to use all 
four cans of chickpeas? That’s a 
lot of emergency hummus. 

But maybe a little supermar- 
ket paranoia is warranted after 
all. 

A month ago, as the economy 
began to shut down and Amer- 
icans started hoarding canned 
goods and other foods out of 
fear of shortages, industry 
giants offered assurance there 
was plenty of food and no rea- 
son for worry. 

Yet availability remains 
spotty around the country, 
some shelves stocked and oth- 


BREITLING BOUTIQUE 


EVELYN HOCKSTEIN | Washington Post 


The pandemic has changed the behavior of shoppers in ways 
that caught many in the supply chain off guard. 


ers empty, with Americans hav- 
ing particular difficulty locat- 
ing all-purpose flour, yeast and 
beef. 


And even as the industry 
rushes to get distribution prob- 
lems smoothed out, other red 
See FOOD, 22A 
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